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PRESS RELEASE                                                                   Novels by A.C. Frieden  

  

Spy Novelist A.C. Frieden Tours Cold War Relics in New York City 

   
NEW YORK, New York, USA (Dec. 12, 2010) – Spy novelist A.C. Frieden arrived in New York to 
dig up some more Cold War information for two upcoming books.  As part of his research, he 
visited the USS Intrepid (CVS-11) aircraft carrier on display in the Hudson River.   
 

 

Photo above: Author A.C. Frieden visits the bridge of the USS Intrepid aircraft carrier in New York City. 

The 27,100 ton vessel was commissioned in 1943 as one of 24 Essex-class aircraft carriers built 
during World War II for the United States Navy.  She is the fourth US Navy ship to bear the name. 
Intrepid participated in various campaigns in the Pacific Theater of Operations, including the Battle 
of Leyte Gulf, the occupation of Kwajalein & Majure Atolls, and the assaults on the Philippine 
Islands. Decommissioned shortly after the end of the war, she was modernized and 
recommissioned in the early 1950s as an attack carrier (CVA), and later as an antisubmarine 
carrier (CVS).  In her second life, she served mainly in the Atlantic, but also participated briefly in 
the Vietnam War. Intrepid became the first U.S. aircraft carrier to launch aircraft using a steam 
catapult, and also served as the recovery vessel for NASA’s Mercury VII space capsule (astronaut 
Scott Carpenter) and the Gemini III space capsule (astronauts Gus Grissom and John Young).  
The aircraft carrier was finally decommissioned in 1974, and in 1982 it became the foundation of 
the Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum in New York City.   
 
Today, various aircraft are on display on the deck of vessel’s deck, including a USN F-14, a USAF 
F-16 and SR-71, an Israeli Kfir fighter, a French Navy Dassault Etandard IV, an Italian Air Force 
Aermacchi MB-339, and other fixed wing aircraft and helicopters.  “My main interest in the Intrepid 
is her anti-submarine activities in the North Atlantic and Mediterranean during the Cold War, 
especially in the period 1963-1964,” said Frieden while touring the bridge of the USS Intrepid.  
“During those years there were many tense naval operations aimed at the Soviet fleet, which 
fascinating historically and also important to building the back story of several of the military 
characters in my novels.” 
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Photo above: The island and deck of the USS Intrepid today.  During most of the ship’s active service, the 
deck was made of wood, which reduced the vessel’s overall weigh, allowing for additional aircraft. 

 

Photo above: A former Polish Air Force MiG-21 PFM on display on the deck of the USS Intrepid. 

Frieden also toured the USS Growler (SSG-577), an early U.S. Navy cruise missile submarine of 
the Grayback class.  While under construction in 1955 as a diesel powered attack submarine, 
Growler was converted to carry Regulus nuclear guided missiles, which preceded the well-known 
Polaris missiles.  She commissioned in 1958 and served mostly in the Pacific as flagship of 
Submarine Division 12.  She participated in many missile battle and torpedo exercises as well as 
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missile practice before beginning her first Regulus Deterrent Mission. During the early 1960s, 
Growler continued to make several secret patrols, each time avoiding detection by Soviet 
submarines and ships.  Growler was decommissioned in 1964 and eventually stricken from the 
Naval Vessel Register in 1980.  She was sent to the Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum in 1988.  
Growler is the only survivor of the U.S. Navy's fleet of strategic missile diesel powered submarines. 
 

 

Photo above: The Cold War era guided missile submarine USS Growler moored to Pier 86. 

 

Photo above: Author A.C. Frieden descends into USS Growler’s missile hangar that once housed its 
Regulus nuclear-tipped cruise missiles.  
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Photo above: Author A.C. Frieden in Times Square, New York City.  In addition to touring Cold War sites like 
the USS Intrepid and USS Growler, he visited numerous sites in Soho, Greenwich Village and Midtown in 
search of scenes for his upcoming novels. 

 
About the author:  A.C. Frieden is a Swiss-Brazilian novelist and lawyer based in Chicago. He is 
currently working on several political and espionage novels, including a sequel to his latest thriller 
Tranquility Denied, as well as various other fiction and non-fiction literary projects.  For more 
information, visit his website at www.acfrieden.com and his literary travel/research blog.   
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To contact the author, visit his official website or send correspondence to: 
 
Avendia Publishing Inc. 
Attn: Media Relations Dept. 
444 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 1200 
Chicago, IL 60611   
Email: media@avendiapublishing.com 


